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 “Building a Common Vision: Bottom Up Engagement on the Future of Jerusalem” is a 
three year Leonard Davis Institute and Israel-Palestine: Creative Regional Initiatives 
(IPCRI) collaboration. The project will engage residents of East and West Jerusalem, 
urban planners, students, women, youth and local leaders to work together to shape the 
current and future reality of their neighborhoods and the city as a whole. Urban planning 
and formal negotiations on Jerusalem have generally ignored the voices of diverse 
communities living within Jerusalem. This project aims to dignify diverse local voices, 
enhance knowledge of the urban complexity of Jerusalem and contribute towards a 
constructive public and civil society engagement on the future of the city. The project will 
include a survey of Jerusalem, mapping of local needs and increased efficacy of local 
residents of Jerusalem in shaping the reality of the city. 
 

At first, the project will train local mediators to engage and work with residents of 10 different 
neighborhoods to generate local, equitable solutions to urban problems. As the project is gradual 
and starts from the neighborhood level, the work 
will use participatory techniques to empower local 
communities and will focus on small interventions 
that can improve the reality of the residents. 
Through this approach we aim to develop creative 
initiatives to address the general urban problems 
and through sharing of information contribute to increased knowledge and grassroots 
engagement on Jerusalem, as the future capital of two states. 
 

The specific objectives of the project are to first, increase grassroots participation in exposing 
local needs and identifying effective solutions. Second, develop mechanisms for effective 
participation of civil society and local residents of Jerusalem in negotiating and planning the city’s 
future. Third, promoting coexistence and conditions for a negotiated solution to the city. 
 

We believe that focusing on current inequalities while building partnerships on the 
neighborhoods level and along divisive seam lines can be a key to empower marginalized 
communities and answer their needs. Furthermore, in later stages of the projects, we believe 
that this process will ripe into general cooperation on shared interests and themes that will form 
residential thematic groups for producing policy papers and advising about urban interventions 
contributing to grassroots input to short and long term solutions of the city. 

This project is funded by the European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole 
responsibility of Hebrew University and IPCRI and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of 
the European Union.” 

 

	  	  


